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5 Classic Christmas Songs and The Stories 
Behind Them 
 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Or so it goes according to the plethora of Christmas 

songs that get blasted out this time of year. Here are five of the most well-loved Christmas 

carols and songs, and the stories behind them.  

 

1) Fairytale of New York 

When you Google Christmas songs, this controversial song from 1985 is near the top..  

 

Written by The Pogues in County Clare, Ireland, the origins of the song are disputed even 

amongst band members. Some say it came about after their producer at the time said they 

wouldn’t be able to write a Christmas hit single, while others claim it came to them as an 

interesting idea. The lead singer wrote two versions of the song, one with the melody and 

one with the lyrics, before mashing the two together to create the song we know today.  

 

It is performed by The Pogues and Kirsty McColl, though McColl only became involved after a 

disastrous romantic relationship between the producer and the female lead singer caused 

both to step away.    

 

2) All I Want for Christmas 

All many of us want is to be able to hit the high note in this song.  
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At the time of its release, Christmas albums were considered highly unusual and Mariah 

Carey’s team were unsure if this was the right thing to do. Imagine if they had decided to not 

release this song. It just wouldn’t be Christmas without it.  

 

Despite becoming a Christmas hit, the song was actually recorded in August. It also only took 

a total of 15 minutes to write and compose the song.  

 

3) Do They Know It's Christmas? (Band Aid) 

The song where we all question some of the lyrics but nevertheless join in if we hear it, owing 

to its catchy nature.  

 

Written in 1984 by Bob Geldof and Midge Ure, and performed by Band Aid, a super band of 

all the biggest acts in the UK and Ireland at the time, everyone knows this song was written 

in response to the Ethiopian Famine Crisis. It became one of the most popular charity singles. 

The song was written, composed and recorded in less than two months, due to the need for 

it to come out before Christmas. 

 

Including the original 1984 version, there have been four versions in total (1989, 2004 and 

2014). The most recent version, 2014, is the only version to have actively changed the lyrics. 

It was released to raise money for the Ebola Crisis of 2014.   

 

4) We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

Now onto some Christmas Carols!  
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A favourite is We Wish You a Merry Christmas. Very little is known about how this song came 

to be, only that it was written by an unknown composer in the 1800s. The version considered 

popular today was written by a Bristolian professor, Arthur Warrell, in 1909. This version 

wasn’t first performed until 1935 and remains very popular around the world, but specifically 

in the West Country.  

 

5) Twelve Days of Christmas 

Similarly to We Wish You a Merry Christmas, very little is known about the Twelve Days of 

Christmas.  

 

Originally published as part of a children’s book in 1780, the current version didn’t come into 

popular use until 1908. Between 1780 and the present day, there have been over twenty 

versions of the song and lyrics. This doesn’t include all the international translations of the 

song. Starting from Boxing Day, if this song was to happen in real life, you would receive a 

total of 364 presents.  

 

With Christmas looking a little different this year, this is the perfect opportunity to whack on 

those Christmas tunes and have a dance around the Christmas tree. After all, it’s the most 

wonderful time of the year!  

 


