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                      TEASER

FADE IN:

INT. UNKNOWN LAB - DUSK

Several SCIENTISTS in lab coats rush around a group of
cryopods in a lab.

High tech monitors are behind the Scientists. The walls of
the lab are white in pristine condition.

Tubes that come from the ceiling connect into the cryopods.
Each tube feeds an unknown liquid into the pods.

One of the scientists is stopped by JOHNATHON, he's dressed
in a tailored black suit, (Mid 30s), he's the boss.

All the scientists stop what they are doing and look at him.
His face isn't shown.

JOHNATHON
Is she awake?

SCIENTIST
She's in a coma at the moment sir,
the process isn't fully complete. We
need a few more hours to get her in a
state of lucid dreaming.

JOHNATHON
We don't have time for that, how far
along is she? Will she obey commands?

SCIENTIST
As far as we know? Yes. To a certain
extent, if you want to do what I
think you want too. Then I suggest
keeping a constant monitor on her
when we release her.

JOHNATHON
That shouldn't be too hard to do,
ready her for injection into the
experiment.

The SCIENTIST nods and returns to the group of pods, he
looks in through the glass. A sick smile worms its way onto
his face. 
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SCIENTIST
Let's get you ready for work Ma'am.
You've got a lot to live up too.

The scientist presses a button on the pod,the window on the
pod lights up. Johnathon watches on in the background with
the biggest smile on his face.

A zoom in shot of the pod as the electrons that flow around
within the brain can now be seen.

SCIENTIST (V.O.)
Focus, focus. We need to get a lock
on where her dream is within her
mind.

The electrons slow down to a snails pace as an image appears
at the back of her mind space.

SCIENTIST (V.O.) (cont'd)
Zoom in on that image, we may have
found it.

FADE TO:

EXT. UNKNOWN FIELD - DAY

A small BRUNETTE GIRL (18) chases after a RED FOX, her
laughter echoes through the fields. She is having a good
time, until the tall dark shadows close in on her.

She looks around for help. But no one is there, she looks
back for where the Fox went.

The Fox has turned into a hellish nightmare creature. Its
teeth have grown and now hang out of its mouth. Its claws
have doubled in size as has its body.

The girl backs up into the tree. The branches come to alive,
suspending her in the air.

SCIENTIST (V.O.)
Your dreams are now under our
control, Ms. If you resist then you
will only make things worse.

GIRL
Who

beat( )
Who are you?
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SCIENTIST (V.O.)
We're here to help you Ms. Once this
process is over you will feel much
better.

GIRL
whimpers( )

Let go of me...

SCIENTIST (V.O.)
Just for you to run away again? I
don't think so.

GIRL
Why would I run? You'll just catch me
again anyway. Please,I'll co-operate.
Just let me go.

SCIENTIST (V.O.)
sighs( )

Fine.

The tree releases her from its grasp. The girl plummets
toward the ground, she lands on her back with a thud.

GIRL
Ow...

SCIENTIST (V.O.)
Now if you would please remain still,
while we place this headset on your
skull.

GIRL
What's it going to do?

SCIENTIST (V.O.)
It'll make you feel better, you'll be
a much better person of society, with
lots and lots of friends. You want
that don't you?

GIRL
Yeah...

beat( )
I do.

SCIENTIST (V.O.)
Then stay still.

A headset not too dissimilar from a virtual reality headset
slowly descends from the sky. The girl secures the headset
and places it on her head.
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GIRL
What do I do now?

SCIENTIST (V.O.)
We'll take it from here. Please sit
still and do not take off the
headset, otherwise this process could
go horribly wrong.

The girls nods her head and props herself up against the
roots of the tree. The headset glows as the girl convulses
and contorts. She yells out in fear and pain.

JOHNATHON (V.O.)
It's alright, as long as you follow
my commands, you will be alright.

The girl is in tears as she takes the headset off, she
collapses onto the ground.

GIRL
I--I will listen to whatever you say,
do whatever you want...

beat( )
Just please make it stop.

JOHNATHON (V.O.)
You're in safe hands here with us Ms.

                         END TEASER

EXT. SUPERMARKET - CAR PARK - DUSK

A young girl, NICOLE (18) walks through a supermarket car
park, with a stride in her step, the kind of stride you have
when you're excited to start something new.

Her energy radiates through the car park that is full of new
and clean trolleys that are neatly pushed together.

She approaches the doors to the supermarket, Johnathon waits
at the main entrance for her.

NICOLE
Hi, am I in the right place? I wasn't
sure if there was a staff entrance I
was supposed to be taking or if this
was the right place--
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JOHNATHON
No, you're in the right place. My
name is Johnathon. It's a pleasure to
meet you.

NICOLE
You're the boss right?

JOHNATHON
I am the one in charge, but I don't
want you to think of me as "The
Boss." We take a much more lax
approach to that kind of structure,
as we believe that without that sort
of structure it promotes a positive
working environment.

NICOLE
Oh, well that's cool. I guess.

JOHNATHON
It sure is, now let me take you to
the back so that you can drop off
your stuff.

INT. SUPERMARKET - MAIN ENTRANCE - DUSK

JOHNATHON moves aside to let Nicole enter into the
supermarket. Several aisles stretch out as far as the eye
can see.

There is a promotional shelf right in front of the entrance
with fresh strawberries, raspberries and apples.

Johnathon leads Nicole through the supermarket. As she walks
through the supermarket, Nicole instantly picks up on the
dead atmosphere, there is no light. No people, no workers in
sight.

NICOLE
Where is everyone?

JOHNATHON
You're the first one reporting in for
the night shift.

NICOLE
What about the customers?

JOHNATHON
Oh. I'm sure they'll show up sooner
or later.

(MORE)
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beat( )
JOHNATHON (cont'd)

They always do.

INT. SUPERMARKET - STAFF ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Johnathon leads Nicole into the staff room.

The staff room is run down with a singular coffee machine at
the back, two couches sit at the centre of the room with a
coffee table in the between them.

NICOLE
This is--

JOHNATHON
The staff room!

NICOLE
mutters( )

Looks run down.

JOHNATHON
I'm sorry what did you say?

NICOLE
I said it looks good, does the coffee
machine work?

JOHNATHON
Of course it does, can't have our
staff members go all those hours
without the oh so important caffeine
hit.

NICOLE
Right, well is there some sort of
uniform that I should be wearing?

JOHNATHON
We'll get to that soon, for now just
drop your bag and all your valuables
off here. Don't worry they'll be
perfectly safe.

NICOLE
Guess I gotta put em somewhere.

Nicole walks over to the back of the room and places her bag
and coat down on the floor next to the coffee machine. She
keeps her phone with her.

6.
(Printed with the demonstration version of Fade In)



JOHNATHON
If you wouldn't mind following me,
one of your staff members is here to
show you around the rest of the
store.

NICOLE
You aren't going to show me around?

JOHNATHON
I have...

pause( )
Other things that need my attention
here at the supermarket.

Nicole scratches her head for a moment, confused.

NICOLE
I'll see you later then, boss?

JOHNATHON
Of course.

Johnathon bows and leaves Nicole in the staff room. Nicole
briefly turns back around to her bag, she locks it and
places her coat over the top of it.

UNKNOWN VOICE
Well hello there! You must be the new
worker?

Nicole jumps out of her skin, she turns around ready to
fight her for life.

Nicole is greeted by a shorter woman. SAMANTHA (Early 20s),
a woman who wouldn't be out of place standing next to the
president.

NICOLE
Who are you?

SAMANTHA
The names Samantha, but you can call
me Sam if you want.

NICOLE
You're the person Johnathon said was
going to show me around?

SAMANTHA
gives a perfect(
smile)

That's me.
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Nicole takes a look around the room, she is wary that she
could be snuck up on again. Samantha watches her, the look
on Samantha's face has now gone completely blank.

NICOLE
Is there anyone else coming?

SAMANTHA
I'm not sure I understand what you
mean?

NICOLE
I mean is there anyone coming to
sneak up on me, like you did?

SAMANTHA
Mia and Jeremy are currently stocking
shelves, I'll introduce you to them
later on. For now you need to get to
grips with what your role within our
machine is going to be.

NICOLE
Machine?

SAMANTHA
Yeah, machine. If you fit into our
system as well as we think you will,
then we'll all work like a well oiled
machine.

NICOLE
Here's hoping.

SAMANTHA
speaks robotically( )

Precisely! Now if you wouldn't mind
following me, we need to get you
changed into your work clothes.

Nicole nods.

Samantha picks up a set of clothes, she leads Nicole over to
the toilets. She hands Nicole the set of clothes and steps
aside.

SAMANTHA (cont'd)
You can get changed in here.

NICOLE
really? In there?( )

No ones going to come in while I'm
getting changed?
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SAMANTHA
The store isn't letting customers in
at the moment, don't worry. You'll
have your privacy.

Nicole begrudgingly walks into the bathrooms.

INT. SUPERMARKET - BATHROOMS - MOMENTS LATER

The bathrooms are disgusting. The walls are grimy and
covered in limescale.

The bathroom has a pong that could stun a horse. Nicole
looks around, looking for any security camera, good there
aren't any in here.

Nicole enters a cubical and changes into her work clothes, a
blue polo shirt, with a pair of trousers both have the logo
for the supermarket plastered on the front. Her shirt has a
space for a pin badge.

NICOLE
psychs herself up( )

Okay, so this place is a little
strange. But everyone has to start
somewhere. Just gonna have to get
used to it.

Nicole takes a deep breath, whatever is to come in the
future. She's ready for it.

INT. SUPERMARKET - AISLES - NIGHT

Samantha stands outside the door of the bathroom waiting for
Nicole. She's completely motionless, as if she's waiting for
someone to activate her.

As soon as the door to the bathroom opens Samantha kicks
back into life.

NICOLE
This look isn't really me. But I can
work with it.

SAMANTHA
smiles( )

With time, I'm sure that you'll get
used to it.
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NICOLE
Oh yeah, for sure. I'm not that stuck
up about how I look.

SAMANTHA
Now that is out of the way, lets show
you around the rest of the
supermarket. The layout can be hard
to memorize but I'm sure a smart
young girl like you will be
absolutely fine.

switches to a(
serious tone)

Just don't ever get lost. You hear
me?

NICOLE
taken back( )

Uh, yeah. I'm pretty good at
remembering things, you don't need to
worry about me.

SAMANTHA
Good, good. Now please follow me.

Samantha leads Nicole out into the Aisles. There is barely
any light down most of them.

The only source of light comes from a flickering light bulb
positioned at the centre of the aisle.

NICOLE
What's with the lack of lighting?
Surely you need to be able to see
properly to stock the shelves?

SAMANTHA
Give it a moment, the lights will
come back on soon.

As if by magic, the light comes back on and perfectly lights
the aisles as if by command.

NICOLE
Huh, awfully convenient.

SAMANTHA
Sometimes we have a few issues with
the lights, it's an older building.
Nothing out of the ordinary.
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NICOLE
I presume this would be the
confectionery aisle?

SAMANTHA
Correct, you can see what is on each
aisle by looking at the signs at the
start of each of them. They will list
each key item that can be found
there.

NICOLE
I thought you said this was going to
be hard to memorize?

SAMANTHA
I wasn't talking about the aisles,
those are the easy parts to remember.
Navigating through the storage
department is the hard part of the
job.

NICOLE
Well, when are we going there?

SAMANTHA
Right after I show you down each of
the aisles and introduce you to
Jeremy. He works as a shelf stocker
and a cashier.

Nicole nods, she already has a sense of what doing this job
was going to entail. She goes along with Samantha's shtick
to not cause any issues.

They arrive at the media aisle, as several DVDs and Blu Rays
line the shelves. There is a small shelf right at the end of
the aisle which houses the small selection of video games.

That moment a trolley filled with DVDs and Blu Rays barrels
around the corner, Nicole hears the trolley coming from
behind and steps out of the way.

The trolley goes flying down the aisle as a shorter man,
JEREMY, (Early 20s), if he were at school he'd fit the bill
of being a "nerd" stumbles to the ground in front of Nicole.

Jeremy lands on his back, but strangely sits up from his
back as if he was a zombie who has just awoken.

NICOLE
Oh my god, are you okay?
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Jeremy looks over at Samantha as if he was permission to
speak. Samantha gives him the nod of approval.

JEREMY
in a mono-tonal(
 voice)

I. Am. So. Sorry. Ma'am. I did not.
Mean. To. Hurt. You. Please accept.
My. Most. Sincere. Apology.

NICOLE
Oh, uh. It's fine don't worry about
it. Accidents happen.

SAMANTHA
Sorry about him, he's a bit of a
clutz at the best of times.

NICOLE
Ha, I know that feeling. Mum always
used to say--

Nicole pauses for a moment, a look of confusion is plastered
across her face. Like the thought has just vanished from her
mind.

SAMANTHA
What did she say?

NICOLE
I'm sorry what?

SAMANTHA
You were about to say what your Mum
always used to say?

NICOLE
I was--But I don't remember, why
don't I remember my own mother?

Johnathon speaks over the tannoy system, breaking the moment
of panic up.

JOHNATHON (V.O.)
Can all workers please return to
work, right away. We will be opening
in a matter of hours. Thank you.

SAMANTHA
Seems we're going to have to speed up
your introductory tour.
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Nicole is still dazed after what she just experienced looks
over at Samantha.

A long and awkward silence ensues with Nicole and Samantha
exchanging a stare. Until Nicole snaps out of it and smiles
at Samantha.

NICOLE
Right, of course. Let's get this show
on the road.

SAMANTHA
There's only one last stop on the
tour, the storage room. You'll be
moving back and fourth between there
and the aisles a lot during your time
here.

NICOLE
nods( )

Lead the way.

Samantha leads Nicole toward the storage room. Nicole takes
a look behind her to find that Jeremy has vanished.

She scratches a head for a moment, then pushing forward to
catch up with Samantha.

SAMANTHA
Right through here.

INT. SUPERMARKET - STORAGE ROOM - NIGHT

Samantha opens the door, she holds it open. Nicole walks
into the storage room, her jaw drops at the sheer size of
the room.

There are several shelves stacked to the roof with various
different items. Trolleys and fork lifts are positioned at
the ends of the rows of shelves.

NICOLE
This place is--

SAMANTHA
Big? Yeah, that's what I said.

NICOLE
I was going to say daunting.
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SAMANTHA
I suppose it is that too. This place
works similar to the aisles, at the
end of each aisle you'll find a list
of items that are down that
particular row. You can use the fork
lifts or the trolleys to transport
the items into the main store.

NICOLE
Isn't it a bit dangerous having these
shelves stacked so high? What if it
all falls on me when I'm trying to
grab something?

SAMANTHA
You just have to be careful. But rest
assure your safety is at the
forefront of Mr. Garcia's mind.

Nicole's gaze falls upon a door right at the back of the
room, just visible behind all of the shelves.

NICOLE
Where does that door over there lead
too?

SAMANTHA
I'm sorry, what door are you talking
about.

Nicole points toward the door.

NICOLE
That one.

SAMANTHA
confused( )

There isn't a door over there? What
are you talking about?

NICOLE
How can you not see that? It's right
there.

Nicole blinks and just like that the door has vanished.
Nicole scratches the back of her head, the door was there,
right?

SAMANTHA
This room doesn't lead anywhere,
apart from back to the main
supermarket.
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Nicole shakes her head, the door was there. But now isn't
the time to question it.

NICOLE
The tour is over now, right? So what
am I doing now? Stocking shelves?
Getting the cash registers ready?

SAMANTHA
Actually

pause( )
You've been assigned to clean the
toilets for tonight. As I'm sure
you've seen, they're lacking that
little touch of TLC that they need to
be up to standard.

NICOLE
begrudgingly accepts( )

 I'll go find the mop and bucket
then.

SAMANTHA
That's the spirit! There's a mop and
bucket located at the back of the
room, I'll leave you to find it.

Samantha leaves Nicole on her own. Nicole quickly takes a
glance back at where she thought she saw a door, but it
still isn't there.

NICOLE
Am I going crazy?

She quickly shakes the feeling off and finds the mop and
bucket behind the fork lift. The water in the bucket is a
dark brown colour, it hasn't been washed out in a while.

Nicole fights off the urge to vomit from the smell of the
water.

END OF ACT ONE

INT. SUPERMARKET - AISLES - NIGHT

On her way to the bathrooms, Nicole spots MIA within the
fresh fruit and veg aisle.

Mia (Early 20s) is short, but she looks as if she could have
a presence in any conversations that she's in.
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But something is off, she seems to be stuck within a loop,
she picks up a piece of fruit then place it on the shelf.

Mia's motions appear to be robotic, with a blank expression
on her face.

NICOLE
That's not normal...

Nicole drops her mop and bucket, she walks over to Mia,
Nicole egdes her way closer and closer to Mia.

As Nicole gets closer to Mia she suddenly snaps back to
action, she turns around to Nicole.

MIA 
I don't recognise you, who are you?

NICOLE
Oh, I'm the new girl. Just started a
few hours ago.

MIA
Why did you come here?

NICOLE
What do you mean?

MIA
There are so many other supermarkets
out there, why did you choose to come
here?

Nicole pauses for a moment. She scratches the back of her
head, pondering for a moment.

NICOLE
I'm not really sure, it just felt
right, y'know?

MIA
Well this is one of the best places
to work this side of town.

NICOLE
No, but it was more than that it was
Johnathon too. I just had this
strange feeling like he was a nice
guy. I've never just felt that way
about anyone in my life.
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MIA
Johnathon is one of the best bosses I
have ever worked for. He cares about
all of us.

Samantha walks along the end of the aisle, she sees Nicole's
abandoned mop and bucket. Samantha looks down the fruit and
veg aisle to see Mia and Nicole talking.

NICOLE
How long have you been here?--

SAMANTHA
How long have you been planning to
slack off on the job?

Nicole jumps out of her skin.

NICOLE
What the hell? Where did you come
from?

SAMANTHA
I saw the mop and bucket that you
were supposed to take into the
toilets.

NICOLE
Well sorry for trying to get to know
my co-workers a little better.

Samantha thinks for a moment.

SAMANTHA
There's a time and a place for that
Nicole, now is not that time. Get
back to work.

NICOLE
No, no. Wait a minute. I need to ask
you something.

SAMANTHA
sighs( )

Fine, what is it?

NICOLE
Have you ever noticed anything weird
going on here? Like thoughts entering
you head that don't usually cross
your mind?
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SAMANTHA
What? What kind of question is that?
Of course not, what do you think
we're living in some sort of SC-FI
movie?

NICOLE
Well, no but answer me this. You
honestly have never once noticed
anything strange going on around
here?

SAMANTHA
There was this one time, when
Johnathon.

pause( )
I couldn't believe what he did.

JOHNATHON (V.O.)
over the tannoy( )

Samantha can you please report to my
office, I have important business to
discuss with you. Everyone else
please return to your job. Thank you

NICOLE
Looks like the gods above are
summoning you, good luck.

SAMANTHA
I'm sure it's nothing.

NICOLE
Has he summoned you like that before?

Samantha doesn't respond. She walks away from Nicole and Mia
in silence.

MIA
Back to work then.

NICOLE
I really don't want to clean those
toilets, you don't want to swap jobs
do you?

MIA
laughs( )

Not a chance.
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NICOLE
shrugs( )

It was worth a shot.

MIA
Have fun cleaning all that grime off
the walls, I don't envy you.

NICOLE
Part of me wishes that I was the one
summoned by the almighty boss now.

MIA
It's not that bad, just think happy
thoughts while your doing it.

NICOLE
How can I think happy thoughts when
there is this voice in my head
constantly saying "Back to work"
repeatedly?

Mia shrugs and returns to stocking the apples onto the
shelves. Nicole arrives back at her mop and bucket, she
takes a deep breath.

NICOLE (cont'd)
This isn't going to be fun.

Nicole goes into the bathroom, the door closes behind her
with a loud bang.

INT. SUPERMARKET - STORAGE ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Now on Samantha, she wanders around the storage room, with a
look of confusion. Johnathon steps through the doorway that
Nicole stopped earlier.

JOHNATHON
Samantha, are you lost?

SAMANTHA
Sorry sir, I just couldn't remember
where your office was.

JOHNATHON
It's just this way, follow me.

Johnathon leads Samantha through the doorway at the back of
the storage room, they both walk through the doorway.

19.
(Printed with the demonstration version of Fade In)



When strangely the doorway vanishes. Lights flicker around
where the doorway was.

INT. UNKNOWN LOCATION - LAB - NIGHT

Johnathon leads Samantha through the same labs that we saw
with the pods and scientists, but now the room is entirely
empty. He leads Samantha through the labs into another room,
his office.

SAMANTHA
Is this your office?

JOHNATHON
It is, now if you'd please take a
seat inside. We have a lot to
discuss.

Samantha nods and walks into his office, she takes a seat at
his desk.

His desk is wooden with a futuristic computer placed in the
middle of the desk.

A photo of Johnathon with his mother sits next to the
computer. She's beautiful. (Early 30s) Her eyes are inviting
and caring. A teenage Johnathon snuggles into her.

SAMANTHA
Is that your mother?

JOHNATHON
In the picture? Yes it is, she's the
whole reason this place exists.

SAMANTHA
What do you mean? You're trying to
impress her?

JOHNATHON
Something like that.

SAMANTHA
You don't seem so sure.

JOHNATHON
It doesn't matter, that isn't the
reason why I called you here.

SAMANTHA
Why did you call me here, sir?
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JOHNATHON
For a promotion, I've seen what
you've been doing these past few
weeks. You've put so much hard work
and dedication into your role, so I
wanted to give some

beat( )
Upgrades to your role...

SAMANTHA
uncomfortable( )

What "upgrades" are you talking about
sir?

JOHNATHON
Well for a start, you'll get a higher
position within the staff team. More
control.

SAMANTHA
relaxes( )

I like the sound of that. But sir,
would you mind if I made a suggestion
for a potential role that I could
taken on?

JOHNATHON
By all means, the floor is yours Sam.

SAMANTHA
Well, as I'm sure you've seen I've
been keeping a close eye on what our
new girl has been doing since she got
here. I'd like to suggest that I
become her supervisor, just to make
sure that she doesn't distract any of
the other workers, like she did with
Mia.

JOHNATHON
What an excellent idea, I don't have
an issue with you doing that. In fact
I encourage it, hopefully with a
supervisor it'll improve her
productivity ten fold.

SAMANTHA
Exactly my thinking sir.

beat( )
Was there anything else that you
needed me for?
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JOHNATHON
No, that was all Sam. I'll let you
get on and enjoy your new role within
the supermarket.

SAMANTHA
Thank you, sir. Will you be joining
us during the opening this shift?

JOHNATHON
Unfortunately I still have a lot of
important business to attend too, so
you'll have to take front on opening
the store for tonight. I do hope
that's okay.

SAMANTHA
I'd be happy to do that sir. Don't
you worry, the opening will get off
without a hitch.

JOHNATHON
I'm glad to hear it.

Samantha walks out of Johnathon's office, she pauses for a
moment, then turns back and knocks on his door.

SAMANTHA
Which way is it to get out?

JOHNATHON
Here, allow me to walk you out.

Johnathon walks Samantha to the exit, opening the door to
allow her back into the supermarket.

FADE OUT

INT. SUPERMARKET - BATHROOMS - NIGHT

Nicole is neck deep in dirt and filth, she has found a peg
to put over her nose and currently has her hand down a
toilet. She pushes down with a plunger, trying to unblock
the toilet.

NICOLE
Come on, you little motherfucker.
Give way, you know you want too.

With one last push the toilet makes a loud screech as the
blockage goes down the drainage system.
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Nicole dashes over to the sinks and relentlessly scrubs her
hands. She gets all of the dirt and shit out from underneath
her nails and off her palms.

NICOLE (cont'd)
This is disgusting...

There is a loud knock on the bathroom door.

NICOLE (cont'd)
flustered( )

Who is it?

SAMANTHA
It's me, Sam. I need to talk to you
about something.

NICOLE
Can it wait? Sort of covered in shit
at the moment.

SAMANTHA
It can't wait, it's an important
message from management.

NICOLE
But I didn't do anything wrong, I've
been unblocking these disgusting
toilets for the past twenty minutes.

SAMANTHA
It's nothing bad, don't worry. Just a
little change to how you'll be
working here.

NICOLE
You mind coming in here then? I'm
still trying to get shit out from
underneath my nails.

Samantha enters into the bathrooms.

SAMANTHA
Management thinks that it would be a
good idea for me to ask as your
supervisor, just to help guide you
through your first days and weeks as
an employee here.

NICOLE
You mean so I don't do anything
stupid or against what the management
wants me to do?
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SAMANTHA
No not at all, we just --

NICOLE
Hold on, we?! You're telling me that
you were apart of this decision too.

beat( )
Don't tell me you were the one who
suggested this.

SAMANTHA
lies through her(
teeth)

No, not at all. Actually it was
Johnathon's idea. He said that you
looked like you could use some
guidance here, being that it's your
first job.

NICOLE
It's Mia's first job too! I don't see
her getting Jeremy as her supervisor.
Why did he single me out?

SAMANTHA
shrugs( )

I couldn't tell you but I want you to
know that I'm only going to be here
to advise you, nothing more. Nothing
less.

NICOLE
If you say so, just feels a little
strange. I've only been here a few
hours and I've already got management
breathing down my neck.

SAMANTHA
Johnathon is a tough boss to work
for, tough. But fair.

NICOLE
Well, if that's all you wanted me for
then if you don't mind I need to get
back to my old friend senior blocked
toilet over there. Got one more to
do.

SAMANTHA
Oh, don't worry about doing that. I
need you to help me get front of
house ready for when the customers
start arriving.
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NICOLE
What if they happen to need the
toilet?

SAMANTHA
Then they'll have to wait in line to
use the one functioning toilet that
we have.

NICOLE
Well I'm not gonna complain about not
having to stick my hand down that
shit shoot again.

SAMANTHA
laughs( )

I didn't think you would be opposed
to the idea.

Samantha opens the door, she holds it open. Nicole takes one
last glance at her hands then in the mirror and walks out of
the toilets.

INT. SUPERMARKET - AISLES - SAME

Nicole exits out of the Bathrooms and into the Aisles.
Trolleys loaded with items that need to be stacked onto the
shelves litter the aisles.

NICOLE
I think I got all of the shit off my
hands.

SAMANTHA
Looks like you did.

NICOLE
What is it that you need me to do?

SAMANTHA
I need you to check the cash
registers, make sure that they are
all ready to go, ensuring that they
each have a big enough of a float to
start the night out.

NICOLE
I can do that, easy.

SAMANTHA
One more thing.
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NICOLE
What?

SAMANTHA
I need you to stay away from the
other workers -- You distract them
too much from the job that they
should be doing.

NICOLE
Yep and there it is, the real reason
why you've been assigned as my super
visor. I knew it wouldn't take long
for the truth to come out.

SAMANTHA
Can you not make a scene out of this?

NICOLE
Why? You don't want management to see
how shit of a job you're doing?

SAMANTHA
If anything it's in your best
interest to do what I say, since
they're more likely to punish you
than me. You're the new girl, who
doesn't want to listen to her boss'
I'll just be the person who tried to
help you.

NICOLE
What's the worst they can do? Fire
me? Boohoo, I'll go get another job.

SAMANTHA
You don't want management to have to
punish you -- Just trust me, you
don't.

NICOLE
Maybe I do, maybe that will teach me.
Show me who's really in charge?

JOHNATHON (V.O.)
Enough! Will you two stop arguing
like your ten years old and just get
on with your job. If I have to come
down there and do the job for you
then it will mean immediate
termination for both of you.
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A few moments of silence pass by. Nicole shakes her head,
the sound of Johnathon's voice seems to have gotten a
response out of her.

NICOLE
I'm sorry, what were we doing.

SAMANTHA
You were going to check the cash
registers for me.

NICOLE
Oh yeah, I'll get on that right away.

Nicole walks toward the tills, as she gets halfway down the
aisle she stops for a moment and scratches her head.

Nicole shakes her head, thus shaking the thought out of her
mind and sits behind one of the tills.

INT. SUPERMARKET - FRUIT AND VEGETABLE AISLE - NIGHT

Mia is still unpacking the fruit and veg onto the shelves in
her aisle, until a hand taps her on the back. She
monotonally screams, it's Jeremy.

JEREMY
Oh -- Uh, I'm sorry. I didn't mean to
startle you.

MIA
It's okay, I'm just easily scared,
that's all. What's wrong?

JEREMY
I wanted to get your opinion on
something -- It's about the new girl.
Nicole.

They both look around like school children who are trying to
stop the teachers from finding out what they're talking
about.

MIA
What is it?

JEREMY
She just seems a bit odd, don't you
think? Ever since she's gotten here,
all she has done is try to distract
us in some shape or form.
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MIA
You're right, I think she was sent in
by management to stir things up, make
us question the jobs we're here to
do.

JEREMY
That's what I was thinking, but how
are we going to prove that?

MIA
Have you spoken to Samantha about
this?

JEREMY
No -- I didn't, she seems too closely
involved with management. This has
too stay between us.

MIA
But what are we going to do, if we do
something "bad" we'll be punished by
management...

JEREMY
I think she'll slip up eventually,
she has too eventually and we'll be
there when she does.

MIA
You should get back to your job
before Mr. Garcia notices that you
aren't doing what you're supposed to.

JEREMY
I'll be back around with some fruit
and veg soon. We'll continue this
later.

MIA
Just be careful, okay?

Jeremy nods and continues to drag his trolley down the
aisle.

INT. SUPERMARKET - CHECKOUTS - NIGHT

Nicole has a wad of notes in her hands, she files through
each notes one at a time. Samantha watches on from a
distance.
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NICOLE
Are you going to stalk me from a
distance the rest of the shift?

SAMANTHA
Huh? No, I was just passing by.

NICOLE
Don't lie to me, Sam. You've been
there the entire time.

SAMANTHA
Just making sure that you're alright.

NICOLE
I'm fine, now get on with the jobs
you need to do before we have to
open.

Samantha shakes her head and walks away she wanders back
toward the storage room, where she bumps into Johnathon. Who
has just entered into the main store.

SAMANTHA
I thought you had "important work"
that you needed to do?

JOHNATHON
I wanted to check up on you, after
that little incident before.

SAMANTHA
I wanted to ask you about that, what
was it that you did that calmed her
down?

JOHNATHON
shrugs( )

I'm just a good negotiator. 

SAMANTHA
It was more than that, it was like
she forgot the entire conversation.

JOHNATHON
Trust me Samantha, the less you
question, the better you will do in
your role here.

SAMANTHA
Just wanted to know, so that I could
do it if anything like that happens
again.
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JOHNATHON
If that happens again, then send her
to me. She'll receive the right
punishment for her actions.

SAMANTHA
Don't worry sir, if she steps out of
line for a moment. I will send her to
you right away.

JOHNATHON
You best be getting back to her now,
in case she decides to wander off.
Can't have her going exploring.

Samantha nods, she walks back to the checkouts. To her
surprise Nicole has moved, she looks around to see where she
went. Samantha panics, not knowing where Nicole went.

END OF ACT TWO

Samantha feels a tap on her back, she jumps out of her skin.
As she turns around she sees Nicole, standing there with the
biggest grin on her face.

SAMANTHA
What the hell was that all about?

NICOLE
Wanted you to see how it feels to
have someone sneak up on you like
that.

SAMANTHA
That wasn't funny! I thought you
had--

NICOLE
You thought I ran off, didn't you?

SAMANTHA
No--I was just worried that something
might have happened to you.

NICOLE
Of course, well anyway. The tills are
all properly filled up and ready to
go.
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SAMANTHA
That's great, now I need you to make
sure that all of the displays look
nice and tidy. Can't have them
looking bad.

NICOLE
Absolutely not, which ones did you
want me to look at?

SAMANTHA
All of them.

NICOLE
Thought you may have done some by
now.

SAMANTHA
Well, I have. I just want you to
double check my work, you know to
ensure that we give our customers the
best display possible. As a display
that's easy on the eye will mean
they're more likely to buy.

NICOLE
I don't quite think that's how that
works. But alright, I'll go with it.

Nicole walks over to the displays by the entrance to the
supermarket. She is shocked to see that most of them are
full of moldy and bad food.

NICOLE (cont'd)
Yep, you definitely checked over
these Sam.

Nicole takes a deep breath and picks up a disposable food
bag from the roll next to the fruit. She picks up an apple
by its stem, its rotten to the core.

NICOLE (cont'd)
Disgusting...

While she works Nicole is unaware that she is being watched
by multiple people. Jeremy watches her from a distance,
while Johnathon stalks her from the security cameras.

Nicole can feel uneasiness within the air, she turns around
thinking that someone is behind her. But no one is there.

Jeremy passes by with a smile on his face.
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JEREMY
How's it going co-worker?

NICOLE
Uh -- Yeah, it's going good I guess.

JEREMY
I'm glad, well I'll be seeing you
now.

NICOLE
Right.

Nicole watches Jeremy until he is fully out of sight. She
then looks around to see if anyone is watching her. Unaware
of the cameras she believes that the coast is clear.

Nicole wanders around the supermarket, avoiding her co-
workers at every turn. She sneaks into the storage room.

INT. SUPERMARKET - STORAGE ROOM - NIGHT

Nicole wanders around the Storage room. Aisles line the
room, each aisle has several shelves which are stacked to
the ceiling with different items.

NICOLE
There was something in here, I know
it. I just need to be able to find
it.

Nicole walks down the aisles of boxes stacked to the roof,
meanwhile a security camera in the back of the room watches
her every move.

INT. UNKNOWN LOCATION - JOHNATHON'S OFFICE - SAME

Johnathon watches Nicole on the security feed, he doesn't
seem alarmed that she is wandering around. That moment a
SCIENTIST knocks on the door.

JOHNATHON
Enter.

SCIENTIST
Sir -- I need to talk to you about
something.

JOHNATHON
That tends to be why people knock on
my door, yes. What is it?
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The scientist walks over to Johnathon, he gets a glance at
the security cameras and sees Nicole wandering around.

The scientist goes to hit the alarm. Johnathon grabs his
arm, stopping him.

SCIENTIST
But, sir. She could ruin the plan.

JOHNATHON
Don't worry, I have it all under
control. Now what did you want to
talk to me about?

SCIENTIST
Well, it's about the experiment. When
we first tested it on people, well we
had encouraging results. Right?

JOHNATHON
That we did.

SCIENTIST
Well, now with the most recent
subject. Well it didn't really work
as well, as time went on I began to
see cracks in the treatment.

JOHNATHON
So you're saying that the experiment
could have failed on one of them?

SCIENTIST
Maybe more -- Its hard to tell.

JOHNATHON
Only one of them seem to be showing
early signs of breaking free. Nothing
we can't fix.

SCIENTIST
Should we do something about it now?

JOHNATHON
No. Wouldn't want to disrupt them,
it'd break the cycle that they've
gotten used too.

The Scientist nods and walks out of the room. Johnathon
turns his attention to his calendar.
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Several dates have been crossed off with one date, April
12th being marked off as "New test subject arriving." The
current date is then shown to be April 19th.

FADE OUT

INT. SUPERMARKET - STORAGE ROOM - SAME

Nicole is now lost in the maze that is the storage room. She
feels around the walls trying to find something.

NICOLE
I just need to find some kind of
proof any kind of proof, just so I
know I'm not going crazy.

Samantha spots Nicole wandering aimlessly through the
storage room, she walks over to Nicole.

SAMANTHA
Nicole? Are you looking for
something?

NICOLE
Huh? -- Oh, no -- Well, yes. I was
trying to find the fresh fruit, the
stuff out front has gone bad.

SAMANTHA
Oh. It's this way.

Samantha leads Nicole to the shelves with the fresh fruit
and veg, each shelf is stacked full of crates with packs of
apples, pears, peaches and potatoes.

SAMANTHA (cont'd)
I think you'll find what you're
looking for her.

NICOLE
not likely( )

Thanks.
beat( )

What would I do without you?

SAMANTHA
smiles( )

Well, obviously you'd get lost all of
the time.

34.
(Printed with the demonstration version of Fade In)



NICOLE
fake laughs( )

Yeah I would, you're a real life
saver. You know that?

SAMANTHA
That's ma job.

NICOLE
You can go now if you want, I'll just
be a minute grabbing some of these
packs of apples.

SAMANTHA
No, I think I'll stay and give you a
hand.

NICOLE
Really, it's fine. I got it.

Samantha picks up a few packs of apples and walks away with
them, she's slowly getting into Nicole's head and Nicole
knows it.

SAMANTHA
I'll be back in just a minute, don't
go anywhere.

NICOLE
sighs( )

Wasn't planning on it.

Nicole pulls out a crate that is filled with apples,
underestimating how heavy it would be she sharply drops it
on the ground.

She tries her best to drag the container over to a cart,
eventually making it to the cart she struggles loading it
into the cart.

Samantha arrives back and helps her lift up the box of
apples.

NICOLE (cont'd)
I had that.

SAMANTHA
I'm sure you did, I just wanted to
help.

NICOLE
You always do...
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Nicole and Samantha walk back out to the main store a
security camera follows them both as they walk out.

INT. SUPERMARKET - FRONT ENTRANCE - SAME

Nicole stacks the packs of apples onto the promotional
shelves, she ensures that the furthest date is at the back
of the shelf and the nearest date is at the front.

Out of the corner of her eye she spots a MAN walking in
front of the supermarket, a potential customer.

Nicole rushes to the front doors, excited to greet her first
customer.

EXT. SUPERMARKET - CAR PARK - NIGHT

The car park is completely empty, rust has started to set in
on the metal trolley storage areas.

The MAN walking along the street is seemingly walking in a
hurry to get past the supermarket.

NICOLE
Welcome! If you need any assistance
please don't hesitate to ask me, I'm
here to help.

The man is startled by her up front behavior and slowly
starts to back away from her. Nicole looks confused.

NICOLE (cont'd)
Was it something I said? I just
wanted to help.

MAN
S-Stay away from me, you crazy lady!

NICOLE
What? I'm not crazy, how dare you!
I'm just doing my job in offering you
the best possible customer service I
can!

MAN
I don't want your "service" I just
want to get back to my wife. I don't
want anything to do with what's
happening here.
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NICOLE
What do you mean, what's happening
here? It's just a supermarket.

MAN
pleads( )

You--You're all freaks, freaks of
nature. Please I just want to get
back to my wife.

INT. UNKNOWN LOCATION - JOHNATHON'S OFFICE - SAME

Johnathon sees Nicole talking to the man through the
security cameras, he quickly grabs his coat and rushes out
of his office.

INT. SUPERMARKET - AISLES - SAME

Johnathon rushes through the aisles to get to Nicole.

EXT. SUPERMARKET - CAR PARK - NIGHT

Johnathon arrives, he stands in front of Nicole and greets
the man with a beaming smile.

JOHNATHON
I'm so sorry sir, sometimes our staff
members get a little over-excited. If
she caused you any harm please don't
hesitate to inform me and the proper
punishment will be given.

NICOLE
annoyed( )

I was just trying to--

Johnathon gives Nicole a soul piercing glare, she instantly
backs down and walks back into the supermarket.

MAN
No, just she gave me a fright--I
thought she was, well something else.

JOHNATHON
We get that a lot here, a lot of our
former employees are rehabilitated
from the Emotional Research
Foundation.
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MAN
Oh I see, I wasn't aware. I
apologise, could you please extend
that to your co-worker too? I didn't
mean to cause any offense.

JOHNATHON
nods( )

I'll be sure to pass it on to her,
don't worry.

MAN
Thank you

beat( )
Well you have a nice night, sir.

JOHNATHON
You too.

The man smiles as he walks away. Johnathon waves him off,
then turns back to the supermarket. His facial expression
now adopts a much angrier look.

JOHNATHON (cont'd)
to Nicole( )

What the hell did you think you were
doing?

NICOLE
My job? Isn't that what you're
supposed to do with customers? Greet
them? Make them feel welcomed?

JOHNATHON
You are supposed to do that, but what
you just did, isn't that. You just
scared that poor man out of his wits. 

NICOLE
You're telling me that I was too
confident?

JOHNATHON
I'm telling you that you don't just
approach people on the street like
that, it could lead to the
supermarket getting a bad name if
word of mouth spreads around.

NICOLE
Sorry sir-- I just got excited when I
saw someone.
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JOHNATHON
Just make sure that you don't do it
again. Should you put another foot
wrong. You'll be punished
accordingly.

NICOLE
Don't worry sir. I'll be the best
workers you've ever had.

JOHNATHON
That's what I like to hear.

Johnathon walks away, sinking back into the darkness.

Nicole takes a glance around her, once she confirms to
herself that no one is watching her she makes a dash toward
the bathrooms.

INT. SUPERMARKET - BATHROOMS

Nicole stands hunched over in front of the bathroom Mirror.
Her eyes water as she tries to fight off the tears.

NICOLE
Is there something wrong with me? All
this time I've thought that there was
something wrong with this place,
maybe I've been wrong. Maybe the
issue is with me.

Nicole is puzzled by the bags that have formed underneath
her eyes, as far as she knew she'd only been working the one
night.

NICOLE (cont'd)
Ever since I got here, I've been in
trouble some way shape or form, and I
don't know why. All I ever wanted was
to get a job so that I wasn't labeled
as one of those generic millennials,
who aren't capable of doing anything
productive in the world. But now as I
stand here, I feel more like one of
those people than ever.

Nicole's eyes are sidetracked by the reflection of a red dot
blinking just above the hand dryers.

Nicole turns around and investigates the red dot, but by the
time she had gotten to the hand dryers the dot had vanished.
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Nicole's eyes trace around the room, is there someone
watching on camera? Or was it just a trick of the eye. She's
not willing to take the risk and so she hides within a
cubical.

She pulls out her phone and frantically starts searching for
her contacts, but they're all gone. No one is saved in her
phone. Not her Mum, Dad or any of her friends.

NICOLE (cont'd)
That's not right, where are all my
contacts?

Nicole then turns her attention to her photo gallery, she
opens it up to find that it has all been emptied too.

NICOLE (cont'd)
Okay, I know I had pictures in here.
I always used to take pictures when
we went to--

Nicole pauses for a moment, she holds her heads as if there
is some kind of mental block stopping her from continuing
that thought.

NICOLE (cont'd)
When we used to go on--

White noise pierces through Nicole's head as she grasps both
of her eyes, trying desperately to drain out the noise. It
doesn't help.

As the noise gets louder within her head, a familiar voice
is able to be heard, she can't quite make out what voice.
But it repeated the same words.

VOICE (V.O.)
Give up. You are no longer you.

beat( )
Give up. You are no longer you.

beat( )
Give up. You are no longer you.

NICOLE
I am.

pause( )
I am.

beat( )
No longer.

Nicole shakes her head, the voice fades away. She opens her
eyes, they're fierce.
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NICOLE (cont'd)
I'm no longer a slave to you.

beat( )
Whoever you are!

INT. UNKNOWN LOCATION - JOHNATHON'S OFFICE - SAME

Johnathon watches Nicole from the security cameras. A FEMALE
SCIENTIST (Late 30s) her facial expression gives off the
impression that she is new, enters into his office
unannounced.

Johnathon snaps his gaze over to her. She shit her pants,
then walks out, closes the door and knocks.

JOHNATHON
That's better, come in.

FEMALE SCIENTIST
We've been monitoring their mental
pathways and it's not good, sir. I
think we've lost one.

JOHNATHON
Really? I could have told you that,
what I want you idiots to do is tell
me what you're going to do to fix
this shit show.

FEMALE SCIENTIST
If we can safely bring them in at the
end of the shift I see no reason why
we can't get them back under our
grasp.

JOHNATHON
You better be right about that,
otherwise it's your neck that's on
the line. I need not tell you what
happened to the last person who
messed up in my presence.

FEMALE SCIENTIST
I know sir, don't worry. We'll get
them back.

beat( )
Do you know where they are at the
moment?
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JOHNATHON
If you needed to know that
information then I would have told
you by now.

FEMALE SCIENTIST
If we knew what they were doing it
could help too--

JOHNATHON
puts his finger on(
her lips)

You'll get your time with her, don't
worry about that. Now let me do my
job and oversee this operation. If I
need any of your team, then I will
make you perfectly aware.

FEMALE SCIENTIST
muffled voice( )

Yes sir.

The scientist walks out of Johnathon's office without
another word being spoken.

Johnathon sits back in his chair and watches Nicole, his
eyes reflect his curiosity.

INT. SUPERMARKET - AISLES - NIGHT

Mia and Jeremy stand together, stacking the potatoes onto
the shelves. One of them look around briefly every other
moment.

MIA
Haven't seen the new girl in a while.

JEREMY
Wonder if she ran away.

MIA
That wouldn't surprise me.

Mia turns to look behind her for a moment, as the sound of
footsteps gets closer and closer to them.

JEREMY
What is it?

MIA
Can't you hear that?
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JEREMY
I can hear you talking. Nothing else.

MIA
No. The sound of footsteps.

JEREMY
Mia

beat( )
We work with other people, they make
noises when they move around.

MIA
No, this is a lot of different
footsteps.

Mia  spots the shadows of the people walking towards them,
she points them out to Jeremy

MIA (cont'd)
You see that, don't you?

JEREMY
I sure do, who the hell are they?

A glance of a male figure in white is seen before...

CUT TO:

INT. SUPERMARKET - BATHROOMS - SAME

Nicole's eyes turn a bright red. She's been crying, a lot.
She wipes away the tears from her eyes and stands up, then
walks out of the bathrooms.

INT. SUPERMARKET - AISLES - SAME

Nicole looks around for any sign of Samantha, she is nowhere
to be found. Nicole initially has a puzzled look on her
face, Samantha always seems to be watching her.

She then makes her way to the front of the supermarket and
finds a ledge just be the entrance to the supermarket, out
of sight.

Nicole places her phone down and sets it to record, then
returns to work.

POV of Nicole as she walks back through the aisles, her
vision slowly goes black.
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She collapses to the floor she gets a glimpse of the same
white figure that Mia  saw previously.

FADE TO BLACK

INT. SUPERMARKET - CAR PARK - DUSK

We're back at the start, Nicole an excited teen approaches
the supermarket to start her first job. Except this time,
Johnathon is waiting outside the front doors for her. He
waves her down as she approaches.

JOHNATHON
Welcome! You're the new recruit?

NICOLE
I think so? I'm not really sure what
I'm doing here, if I'm being honest.

JOHNATHON
Ah, don't worry about that. You'll
find out soon enough.

NICOLE
Ominous.

JOHNATHON
This is your first job, right?

NICOLE
It is.

JOHNATHON
Well then, you'll find your role
within the eco-system soon enough.
That's all I meant.

NICOLE
Right.

JOHNATHON
Now if you wouldn't mind following
me. We've got a lot to get through.

Johnathon stands aside.

INT. SUPERMARKET - FRONT ENTRANCE - SAME

Nicole walks through the sliding doors of the supermarket,
as soon as she enters she stops and holds her head.
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JOHNATHON
concerned( )

Are you alright?

NICOLE
I'm not sure, give me a minute and
I'll catch you up.

JOHNATHON
Alright, well the staff room is just
past the last aisle and to the right.
I'll see you there.

Nicole nods.

Johnathon walks away. Nicole waits until he is out of sight,
she then goes and finds her phone that she had left behind.

She finds her phone and pockets it, then catches up with
Johnathon.

NICOLE
Sorry about that.

beat( )
I get headaches a lot.

JOHNATHON
As long as you're alright now.

NICOLE
I am, is the staff room through that
door?

JOHNATHON
Yes, you'll find your uniform in
there, please get changed and report
back to me right away.

NICOLE
salutes( )

Yes sir!

Johnathon sighs.

INT. SUPERMARKET - STAFF ROOM - SAME

Nicole pulls out her phone, she isn't sure why she
instinctively know where to find it. She unlocks it and
finds that it has been recording something.

NICOLE
What the.
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Nicole starts the recording from the beginning and is
shocked to see herself, what happens next leaves her with a
horrified look on her face.

FLASHBACK:INT. SUPERMARKET - AISLES - NIGHT

We're back on the previous night, Nicole has just placed her
phone and fallen unconscious.

A group of scientists in white coats and glasses stand over
her body. They are accompanied by a group of cryo-pods.
Which currently have her co-workers suspended in ice.

A scientist picks up Nicole's body and gently places her in
the cryo-pod. The scientists walk back to the back of the
supermarket and exit into the storage room.

END OF EPISODE
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