
From Russia, With Hate
Written by Yara Hoogland

EXTRACT 1

SCENE 1: RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

Set resembles the inside of the Russian Orthodox Church the ‘Cathedral of Christ the
Saviour’ in Moscow, with an impressive and colourful iconostasis, white marble pillars
surrounding a prominent gold altar standing on an elevated stage, which is clearly separated
from the lowered floor by small bronze fences. Two tall wrought bronze stands of candles
stand on either side of the white pillars. A bright white light lights up the elevated altar from
above, coming from an imaginary dome, two big golden chandeliers with candles on the sides
light up the holy space. A green with gold embroidered carpet leads to the altar.

(Some CHURCH-GOERS, aged 60-80’s, dressed in appropriate modest attire, women
wearing headscarves are praying in silence in front of the fences. PUSSY RIOT, wearing
brightly coloured balaclavas, dresses, and tights, hurry on stage, and quickly set up
loudspeakers and microphones. The song ‘Punk Prayer’ starts playing.  They run to the altar,
screaming the lyrics into the microphones, dancing wildly. Immediate chaos amongst the
shocked Church-goers erupts, some hurry off stage, some yell at Pussy Riot, others freeze
on the spot, watching the protest.)

(During the performance the white light coming from the unseen dome will progressively turn
a blood red, the chandeliers will move dangerously from side to side, the candles will blow
out. Pussy Riot’s movements grow increasingly radical, their screams louder.)

PUSSY RIOT: Virgin Mary, Mother of God, banish Putin, banish Putin,

Virgin Mary, Mother of God, banish him, we pray thee!

Congregations genuflect,

Black robes brag, golden epaulettes,

Freedom’s phantom’s gone to heaven,

Gay Pride’s chained and in detention.

KGB’s chief saint descends,

To guide the punks to prison vans.
Don’t upset his Saintship, ladies,

Stick to making love and babies.
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Shit, shit, the Lord's shit!
Shit, shit, the Lord's shit!

Virgin Mary, Mother of God.

Be a feminist, we pray thee,

Be a feminist, we pray thee.

Bless our festering bastard-boss.

Let black cars parade the Cross.

The Missionary’s in class for cash.

Meet him there, and pay his stash.

Patriarch Gundy believes in Putin.

Better believe in God, you vermin!

Fight for rights, forget the rite-

Join our protest, Holy Virgin.

Virgin Mary, Mother of God, banish Putin, banish Putin,

Virgin Mary, Mother of God, we pray thee, banish him!

(A group of long-bearded CHURCH OFFICIALS, ages ranging between 55-75, dressed in
flowy robes and heavy golden chains, run on stage, attacking Pussy Riot with force. The girls
resist, stop singing, the music changes soundtrack into the original Russian ‘Punk Prayer’
while Pussy Riot get escorted off stage).

(PROTESTERS, some wearing coloured balaclavas, carrying signs and banners with
messages similar to ‘FREE PUSSY RIOT!’ enter the stage. They walk around, chanting and
raising their signs. When ‘Punk Prayer’ reaches its end, heavily armed POLICE, dressed in
black uniforms, bullet proof vests and protective headgear, storm the stage, chasing the
protesters off. A policeman beats an unarmed floored protester with a club, a tussle between
a few protesters and policemen erupts, knocking one of the bronze candle stands over. A male
protester tries using the fallen stand as a weapon; a group of policemen take him down
brutally.)

(Amidst the chaos, PATRIARCH KIRILL, dressed in a coloured robe and koukoulion, a
traditional headdress with a stiffened point topped by a golden cross, walks on stage unseen,
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standing in front of the altar. Everyone but the Patriarch has left the stage at this point; the
sound of the chaos fades to background noise. He raises his arm, the blood red light turns
white again and the sound dies out. He speaks up, his voice echoes, it’s powerful and cold.)

PATRIARCH KIRILL: We are under attack by persecutors.

(Beat.)

The danger is in the fact that blasphemy, derision of the sacred is put forth as a lawful
expression of human freedom which must be protected in a modern society. Those who
would invite us all to mock our shrines, reject our faith and,

(Gestures to the damaged church interior.)

If possible, destroy our churches, are testing the people’s ability to protect their holy places.

The devil laughed at us when this act of vandalism took place. The members of this feminist
group believe in the strength of propaganda, in the strength of lies and slander, in the strength
of internet, in the strength of the media and in the strength of money and arms.

There were people who sought to justify and downplay this sacrilege. My heart breaks from
bitterness that amongst these people there are those who call themselves Orthodox.

I consider the phenomenon called feminism very dangerous. Feminist organisations proclaim
a pseudo-freedom of women, which should be manifested outside marriage and family.

The man should be focused on matters outside of the house, he must work and earn money,
but the woman is always directed to the inside, towards her children and her home. If that
very important function of the woman is broken, then this is followed by the breaking of
everything else: family, and in a larger sense, the motherland.

This protest will be a first in a series of anti-clerical acts of vandalism. This cannot be taken
lightly.

Now, let us pray in defence of the faith, desecrated sanctuaries, the Church and its good
name.

(He raises his arms, lifts his chin upwards, staring into the white light. Upon starting his
prayer, the white lights brighten, lighting the Patriarch up, displaying him as some kind of
saint, before slowly fading.)

PATRIARCH KIRILL: Oh Lord our God, enter not into judgement with thy servants,
and protect us from the pestilence coming against us—

(Stage blacks out, Patriarch Kirill leaves the stage.)

SCENE 2: NEWSROOM
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(Soundtrack of news programme, various spotlights on CHARLOTTE, in professional
attire, sitting behind a desk, smiling at the audience. Behind her, two screens displaying the
news icon.)

CHARLOTTE: Russia's parliament has unanimously passed a federal law banning gay
"propaganda" amid a Kremlin push to enshrine deeply conservative values, which critics say
has already led to a sharp increase in anti-gay violence.

(Screens change to photos of protests in Russia by LGBTQ activists.)

The law passed 436-0 on Tuesday, with just one deputy abstaining from voting on the bill,
which bans the spreading of "propaganda of non-traditional sexual relations" among minors.

Discussing the effects of this new law, we switch over to local resident and journalist Mary
Pietersen, live from Moscow. Good morning, Mary.

(Screen changes to the Red Square. MARY, dressed in a thick coat, seemingly uneasy, stands
in the middle of the square, clutching onto her microphone. The Kremlin clearly visible
behind her, a group of people protesting in front of it.)

MARY: Morning, Charlotte.

CHARLOTTE: What exactly does this law mean for the people of Russia?

MARY: So, what this particular law does is- it makes it illegal to equate straight and
gay relationships, as well as the distribution of material on gay rights. Individuals and media
groups found guilty of promoting these “non-traditional relations” will face fines of up to
100,000 roubles, which is the equivalent of £1,975. Organisations can even be fined up to 1
million roubles and closed down for up to 90 days.

CHARLOTTE: Right. What was the initial reaction of the Russian public?

MARY: The reactions were very mixed. As you can see behind me-

(Gestures to the growing crowd of protesters forming behind her)

There is a lot of chaos. However, I must add that homophobia has always been prominent and
accepted in Russia. For example, in 2012 a well-known Russian television journalist, Dmitry
Kiselyoy, made a striking comment on television about banning gays and lesbians as organ
donors, a comment met by a round of applause from the audience. He said: ‘I think they
should be banned from donating blood or sperm, and if they die in a car crash, their hearts
should be burnt or buried in the ground as unsuitable for the continuation of life. Comments
like these, coming from influential people, are the ones that feed this homophobia and keep it
alive.

CHARLOTTE: Would you say this is the point of view shared by the majority of the
population?

MARY: Not necessarily, no. I think the country is more divided than ever. On one side
we have the faithful followers of the popular Russian Orthodox Church, a church led by the
Patriarch Kirill, who also has extreme views regarding same-sex marriage.  On the other side
we have the often more “westernized” youth, and of course the victims in all of this- people
in the LGBTQ community.
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CHARLOTTE: One of those faithful followers of the Church is President Vladimir
Putin. Putin has increasingly called upon the church to fill his own ideological vacuum
following a contested presidential election last year. What is notable is that merely minutes
after passing the anti-gay legislation, the Duma also approved a new law allowing jail
sentences of up to three years for “offending religious feelings”, an initiative launched in the
wake of the trial against the anti-Kremlin punk band Pussy Riot, a group known for being
feminists.  These two laws boost the power of the Russian Orthodox Church.  Has Putin
given any reasoning for the approval of any of these two laws?

MARY: Yes, he has. In his annual address to both chambers of the Russian parliament,
Putin has defended the new anti-gay law. In reference to the law banning “propaganda of
non-traditional relations”, the Russian president said that internationally speaking, Russia
sees itself as a defender of conservative values against what it considers an assault of
“genderless and fruitless so-called tolerance”, which he explained to be equal to “good and
evil”.

CHARLOTTE: And in relation to the second approved law- what are the expectations
regarding the sentencing of the three women of Pussy Riot?

MARY: The coming trial has been the talk of the town since the passing of the law. It
is uncertain what punishment they will face yet, but with the church demanding punishment
and the influence they have on the system- it’s certain they won’t be pardoned.

CHARLOTTE: Thank you, Mary--

EXTRACT 2

SCENE 5: INTERVIEW

(Stage divided by a wall into two sets, one resembling the Russian Orthodox Church, an
abstract version of the previously used set; golden altar, white marble pillars, golden
chandelier with candles lighting up the room, some tall candle stands. The other room
resembles an office, Russian flag on the wall, dark wooden, cold and uninviting furniture.
Patriarch Kirill, dressed in a dark robe and white headdress, stands in the church,
President Putin, wearing a dark suit, sits in the interview room, both facing the audience.
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Interviewer hurries on stage, stands in front of the dividing wall, microphone and stack of
papers in hand, seemingly nervous, checks his watch and curses.)

INTERVIEWER: Thank you for taking the time to meet with me- my apologies for my
tardiness.

(Both nod.)

INTERVIEWER: Speaking about time- Patriarch Kirill, a photo has resurfaced of you
wearing a gold Breguet watch, worth an estimated £19,000, an accessory that was airbrushed
out of the original photo-

(Patriarch Kirill raises his arm, silencing the interviewer.)

PATRIARCH KIRILL: The press service has already touched on this matter. We reject
on principle any use of photo editing software to alter the appearance of images. There will
be a thorough investigation to determine why in this instance there was a crude violation of
our internal ethical code. The guilty ones will be punished severely.

INTERVIEWER: The questions it raises regarding your wealth and the power of the
church—

PATRIARCH KIRILL: That is all I have to say.

INTERVIEWER: Right. Moving on.

(Looks through stack of papers, some fall down. He composes himself.)

INTERVIEWER: I’d like to hear your opinion on the current state of social institutions
that the Church has traditionally upheld, such as marriage and family. Today, many of the
historically Christian countries in the West are legalizing same-sex marriage.

(The Patriarch scoffs.)

Some of them have even appointed special envoys for LGBT rights.

PATRIARCH KIRILL: What’s happening in the Western countries is that, for the first
time in human history, legislation is at odds with the moral nature of human beings.

INTERVIEWER: Well, many in the West see it as progress and liken it to the situation
with interracial marriages in the US, which used to be frowned upon and are now a part of
life. Many believe this is a step forward. What do you think of this trend?

PATRIARCH KIRILL: I’m deeply wary of it. What’s good and evil? Sin and
righteousness? These could be defined in both religious terms and non-religious terms. If you
take a good character from English, American, or Russian fiction, you will see that all of
them possess the same qualities.

INTERVIEWER: I’m not sure I agree. One would argue that there are massive
differences between the three, because of the different cultures and political systems. The
characters come from totally different worlds.

PATRIARCH KIRILL: Yes, but for all of us good is good, and evil is evil, and
everyone understands who the good guys are, and who the bad guys are. So how do we
distinguish? With our heart, with our moral nature. This moral nature, created by God, served

6



as a foundation for the legislation which is designed. Laws defined moral values in legal
terms, telling us what’s good and what’s bad. We know that stealing is bad and helping
people is good, and laws define what stealing is and what the suitable punishment for it is.

Now, for the first time in human history, the law allows something that doesn’t correspond to
our moral nature. The law contradicts it. It’s not the same thing, of course, but we could
compare this to an extent to the apartheid in Africa or Nazi laws – when the law went against
inherent moral values, people rebelled. They knew it wasn’t right; it was artificial; it was part
of some ideology and not in sync with their moral nature. So the Church can never approve of
this.

INTERVIEWER: I don’t mean to interrupt you, but I don’t see the correlation between
the same-sex marriage laws and the fascist and apartheid laws.

PATRIARCH KIRILL: When laws are detached from morality they cease being laws
people can accept. Equal marriage may break the connection between freedom and moral
responsibility, between law and moral principles.

We say that the Church can never redefine good and evil, sin and righteousness, but we don’t
condemn people who have different sexual preferences. It’s on their conscience and it’s their
business, but they shouldn’t be discriminated against or punished, as used to be common
practice in some states. However, under no circumstances should this be accepted as a social
norm no different from the social norm that stems from our moral nature, meaning marriage
between a man and wife who create a family and have children. That’s why we believe this
new trend poses a significant threat for the existence of the human race. The Church has to
address this and say it’s a bad thing.

INTERVIEWER: Right.

(Rummages through papers.)

In regards to your new book, Freedom and Responsibility: A Search for Harmony – Human
Rights and Personal Dignity- many would argue that equal marriage is a human right.

(Waits for answer, Patriarch remains silent.)

INTERVIEWER: However, as you said, the Russian Orthodox Church has been a key
supporter of the anti-gay law, maintaining the view that homosexuality is a sin.

(Waits for answer, Patriarch remains silent.)

INTERVIEWER: In 2013 you said that same-sex marriage was a sign of the apocalypse.
In fact, you referred to it as “a very dangerous and apocalyptic symptom” that tells you that
“people are on the path of self-destruction”.

(Waits for answer, Patriarch remains silent.)

INTERVIEWER: Last year you blamed gay pride for the rise of the Islamic State,
speculating that some joined the terrorist group because they were “honest people” joining
because of “truly religious grounds”.

(A beat, the interviewer waits, the Patriarch remains silent.)
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INTERVIEWER: You say the church doesn’t condemn people who have different sexual
preferences, nor do you believe they should be discriminated against or punished. However,
you are aware of the influence and popularity of the church. Do you not think that these
comments you’ve made contradict each other?

(A beat.)

Patriarch Kirill?

(Side where the Patriarch is standing blacks out. The Patriarch leaves the stage. The
interviewer looks dumbfounded, then clears his throat and turns to Putin. )

INTERVIEWER: Mr President, Mr Putin- once again, thank you for your patience.

(Frantically looks through papers until he finds the one he needs. Putin nods.)

INTERVIEWER: Right. In line with the backlash you have received regarding your
statements about the anti-gay law and your views on same-sex marriage- have they changed
at all?

PUTIN: As far as parent number 1 and parent number 2 goes, I’ve already spoken
publicly about this and I’ll repeat it again. As long as I’m president this will not happen.
There will be Dad and Mum.

(Beat.)

I am not trying to insult anyone, because we have been condemned for our alleged
homophobia.

INTERVIEWER: Don’t you think the introduction of the anti-gay law promotes
homophobia?

PUTIN: We have no problems with LGBT people. God forbid, let them live as they
wish, but some things do appear excessive to us. They claim now that children can play five
or six gender roles.

(Beat. Putin chuckles.)

PUTIN: Let everyone be happy, we have no problem with that. But this must not be
allowed to overshadow the culture, traditions and traditional family values of millions of
people making up the core population.

INTERVIEWER: Actually, after the law passed, according to openly accessible sources,
crimes with a homophobic background are seen to be on the rise.

For example, an organic bread store chain has been trying to attract customers with
homophobic messaging, by use of a wooden sign saying, “Entry for ‘pidarasam’ forbidden.
‘Pidarasam’, if I’m correct, is a vulgar Russian word used to describe people of homosexual
nature. This is a violation of the Russian laws. However, this individual is yet to be punished
for his actions. How is it possible that this discrimination is tolerated?

PUTIN: In regard to your story, rabble-rousing and extremism is indeed prohibited in
the constitution. Everyone has the right to file a complaint with the public prosecutor’s office.
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INTERVIEWER: In another story, a mother has said, and I quote, she would “get on her
knees and pray that God made her daughter normal like everyone else”, after her daughter
came out as a lesbian. She even stated that it felt like “being in front of a monster”. Many
young Russians experience similar reactions. In fact, Human rights organizations have
documented cases of “corrective rape”, including families locking their lesbian daughters in a
room with a rapist.

PUTIN: Comprehensive statistics detailing such criminal acts don’t exist in Russia.

INTERVIEWER: That is because such acts are rarely reported to the police, and if they
are, the police often don’t see a “motive of hatred”. It can be argued that the purpose of the
anti-gay law is to polarize society and stigmatize ‘inferior’ social groups. The lowest human
instincts – under the guise of “traditional values” – are directed at the most vulnerable parts
of the population. Some critics even say that homophobia is used by the state authority as a
practical tool with which it can incite hatred within the country.

PUTIN: (Chuckles.) As I’ve said multiple times before, we have no problems with
these people.

(A beat, the interviewer waits for more explanation, Putin remains silent.)

INTERVIEWER: Okay. So, let’s say- you are saying that this bill doesn’t curtail the
rights of homosexual people?

(Putin nods.)

If you were to be forced to take a shower with a gay man on board of a submarine, what
would you do?

PUTIN: (Laughing.) I’d prefer not to take a shower with him. Why should I provoke
him? But, you know, I’m a judo champion.

(Lights off.)
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